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ARTIST IN FOCUS
LAWRENCE FEIR, SCULPTOR

Lawrence Feir is a talented mixed-media sculptor who works
primarily with metal, stainless steel, and glass. Lawrence
studied art professionally, where he was trained in a variety
of art forms. He pursued a career in aerospace photography
for over 15 years but ultimately returned to his passion for
sculpting after the September 11 attacks.
Lawrence is inspired by the human form; it is one of the
central themes in his welded steel sculptures. As a college
student, he remembers sneaking into live drawing classes to
get more experience recreating the human form.
“The familiarity of the human body drives me to sculpt,” he says when asked about his inspiration. “You can’t go but so far
outside of the normal parameters before people dislike it.” He states that the true challenge of rendering the human body
is that it’s clear what’s right and wrong. He wants the audience to notice his intentional creative decisions and understand
his perspective.
“Sculpting the human body didn’t come naturally to me,” says
Lawrence. He spent countless hours practicing and starting over
before finally establishing his unique art style. Lawrence states that
one of the most important skills for an artist to have is the drive to
improve. “I do it because it’s challenging, not easy. I must work for it.”

Mryiya by Lawrence Feir (2022) is dedicated to the innocent lives
lost to the Russian military.
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ARTIST IN
FOCUS CONT.
LAWRENCE FEIR

In addition to his collection of life-size figurative steel
sculptures, Lawrence also creates kinetic wind sculptures.
Like in his figure collection, Lawrence experiments with
mixed mediums when constructing his wind sculptures. The
beautiful pieces are assembled with stainless steel, recycled
re-bar, and glass.
While artistic ability and passion motivate him to keep
creating, his personal selling skills ultimately make him a
successful artist. His ability to market and promote his
artwork granted him opportunities to flourish with arts as a
career. Lawrence's background in photography helps him
capture captivating images of his current art to share with
the public.
“It’s uncomfortable, but if you don’t put yourself out there,
you won’t grow.” Says Lawrence when asked about his
professional development as an artist. In college, he
remembers being “repulsed” by the idea of marketing.
Through years in the industry, Lawrence developed the
confidence needed to share his art with the world, a skill not
taught in the classroom. “Don’t be scared of rejection –
success won’t come at the first door, but your confidence
and courage will get you taken seriously as an artist.”
Lawrence Feir is a 2021-2022 ArtsGreensboro Artist
Support Grantee. To learn more about Lawrence’s current
projects, visit his website at lawrencefeir.com.

Revolution (2022) is a kinetic wind structure constructed of
stainless steel and stained glass with marine grade bearings for
a lifetime of enjoyment.
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GRANTEE
HIGHLIGHT
CASA AZUL OF GREENSBORO
Casa Azul of Greensboro is a staple in the arts
community. From the monthly Latin dance classes in
the park to the Día de Muertos celebration every
November, Casa Azul brings the Latinx culture to
Guilford County for all to learn and embrace. When
you explore the Greensboro Cultural Center, it's hard
to ignore the beautiful artwork hanging on display throughout the building. The organization was founded with the
intention of providing a space for Latinx culture to be shared with the community, and Casa Azul has done just that.
The original vision for Casa Azul of Greensboro was developed in 2010 by community leader Kathy Hinshaw and Mexican
artist Mariana Rodríguez-Pardy. They gathered a group of Hispanic artists, community members, professionals, and art
enthusiasts in Greensboro to share their ideas and to work together to promote Latin-American art and culture.
The name Casa Azul was inspired by the home of Frida Kahlo and Diego Rivera in Mexico City, where they welcomed
artists and intellectuals from all over the world, providing a space for the exchange of ideas and cultural expression. Casa
Azul seeks to metaphorically provide this space to engender a similar atmosphere in the greater Greensboro area.
In 2010, ArtsGreensboro expressed interest in supporting these efforts, which led to discussions about serving in the
capacity of fiscal sponsor. In the following months, several meetings occurred between Casa Azul and ArtsGreensboro to
prepare Casa Azul to become an independent organization. On March 22, 2011, the first organizational meeting took
place, and on June 30, 2016, Casa Azul received its tax-exempt status as a 501 (c) 3 organization.
With the initial guidance of ArtsGreensboro, Hispanics in Philanthropy, and
their partners and volunteers, Casa Azul has become an established
organization. In its existence, the Casa Azul brand has become well-known in
Greensboro and the Triad area. Casa Azul has received several local and
national awards recognizing their impact and contributions to the Latinx
community.
Casa Azul organizes and participates in programming focused on building an
understanding of the diverse Latinx community in the Triad. Their signature Día
de Muertos and Noche programs have become staple events the community
looks forward to every year. The organization wants people of all ages and
backgrounds to learn together and engage in community dialogue about the
many facets of Latinx culture. To join in these discussions, visit
casaazulgreensboro.org for more information.
Casa Azul is a Grassroots Multicultural Grantee of ArtsGreensboro.
All photos courtesy of Casa Azul.
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ARTS HAPPENING
UPCOMING EVENTS + CLASSES
THIS MONTH
Groovesboro

NOVEMBER 1-12

NOVEMBER 5

NOVEMBER 12

Casa Azul's Dia de Muertos
Venue: Center for Visual Artists

CAN-NC: Mulberry Papermaking with Betsy
Time: 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM
Venue: Creative Aging Network
Cost: $20

Dance Around the World
Time: 11:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Venue: Lebauer Park
Host: Greensboro Downtown Parks, Inc.

Saturday Morning Parktunes
Time: 11:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Venue: Lebauer Park
Host: Greensboro Downtown Parks, Inc.

The Poetry Cafe: Souled Out Saturday
Time: 8:00 PM - 10:00 PM
Venue: Van Dyke Performance Space
Cost: $15

Sergey Antonov, Cello with the Greensboro
Symphony
Time: 8:00 PM - 10:00 PM
Venue: Stephen Tanger Center for Performing
Arts
Cost: $35-80

NOVEMBER 15

NOVEMBER 2
Groovesboro
Time: 6:00 PM - 7:00 PM
Venue: Lebauer Park
Host: Greensboro Downtown Parks, Inc.

NOVEMBER 3
O. Henry Hotel Cocktails & Jazz: Jessica
Mashburn
Time: 6:00 PM - 9:00 PM
Venue: O. Henry Hotel

NOVEMBER 4
CAN-NC: Weaving on a Floor Loom with
Cassandra Liuzzo
Time: 10:00 AM - 12:30 PM
Venue: Creative Aging Network
Cost: $20
First Friday Drum Circle
Time: 6:30 PM - 9:00 PM
Venue: Center City Park
Host: Greensboro Downtown Parks
Casa Azul: Noche Latina at the Park
Time: 6:30 PM - 9:00 PM
Venue: Lebauer Park
Music for a Great Space: Thalea String
Quartet
Time: 7:30 PM - 9:00 PM
Venue: The Theatre at Well Spring
Cost: $5-22
Fiddle & Bow Society Presents: Larry & Joe
Time: 7:30 PM - 10:00 PM
Venue: Carolina Theatre
Cost: $25

CAN-NC: Creative Studio with Jennifer
Donley
Time: 9:30 AM - 12:00 PM
Venue: Creative Aging Network (2400
Summit Avenue)
Cost: $20

NOVEMBER 6
Crafternoons at Reconsidered Goods
Time: 12:00 - 4:00 PM
Venue: Reconsidered Goods
Cost: $10

NOVEMBER 7
Rice Toyota Sitkovetsky & Friends | Chamber Sergey Antonov
Time: 7:00 PM - 9:00 PM
Venue: UNCG School of Music - Tew Recital
Hall
Host: Greensboro Symphony
Cost: $35

NOVEMBER 9
CAN-NC: Cooking with Chef Rocky
Time: 11:00 AM - 1:00 PM
Venue: Creative Aging Network

NOVEMBER 10
O. Henry Hotel Cocktails & Jazz: Sarah Strable
Time: 6:00 PM - 9:00 PM
Venue: O. Henry Hotel

NOVEMBER 16
Soylent Greensboro, Comedy Troupe
Workshop
Time: 7:00 PM - 9:00 PM
Venue: Greensboro Cultural Center
Cost: $30

NOVEMBER 17
Cocktails & Jazz: Matelyn Alicia
Time: 6:00 PM - 9:00 PM
Venue: O. Henry Hotel (624 Green Valley
Road)

NOVEMBER 22 - DECEMBER 22
CVA Holiday Invitational
Venue: Center for Visual Artists

NOVEMBER 28
High Point University Community
Orchestra: Awakenings
Time: 7:30 PM
Venue: High Point University

For more information about events, performances, and arts classes, please visit our website at artsgreensboro.org.
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AG MAKING IT WORK
COMMUNITY ELEVATION GRANT
LAUNCH CELEBRATION
On October 11, the ArtsGreensboro team hosted a celebration
recognizing the official launch of the Community Elevation Grant
Program. The Steering Committee, Street Team, and Board of
Directors joined the fun to reflect on the tireless work that went into
organizing the grant program. The evening was filled with fellowship
and inspiration for future projects.

CEG Street Team

Internal discussions about the Community Elevation Grant program
began early in 2020. The ArtsGreensboro team saw there was a need
to connect with East Greensboro and decided to act. The program
fosters community engagement by developing creative collaborations
among community members, local artists, and arts organizations. In
CEG Steering Committee
hopes of bringing sustainable art-based solutions to East Greensboro,
ArtsGreensboro formed a steering committee consisting of local leaders with personal connections to East Greensboro to
discuss the desired outcomes of the grant program. The group reached a consensus that the projects should reflect the rich
history and values of the community, and the best way to do that was to involve the community directly.

A street team of volunteers was tasked with entering each East Greensboro neighborhood and starting these
conversations. The street team flooded community centers, housing developments, and apartment complexes with flyers
and surveys, calling for other residents to share their opinions with ArtsGreensboro. Active Listening Discussions took
place in central locations of East Greensboro every weekend in July to garner feedback and promote the grant to local
creatives. At the end of the summer, the data was analyzed to best inform the steering committee’s decision-making for
the grant cycle.
The opening of the grant application signifies the start of something
groundbreaking. During the celebration, everyone in attendance shared their
reasons for working on the grant and what outcomes they were most excited to see.
The room was full of proud East Greensboro natives, NCAT Aggies, local business
owners, and community leaders who wanted to make a positive change in their
community. Though everyone had different backgrounds, a shared passion for art
and creativity impacted most people’s decision to join the project. Everyone was
proud of the progress made in just four short months, but the real work has only
begun. Following the close of the grant application, ArtsGreensboro and the
Steering Committee will begin organizing and facilitating the creative projects set
to be completed next spring.

Left to right: Jamilla Pinder, Darlene McClinton, & City
Council Member Sharon Hightower.

The arts are for everyone; they connect and inspire us. ArtsGreensboro is charged
with creating a more equitable arts sector for all in Guilford County. Through
initiatives like the Community Elevation Grant Program, ArtsGreensboro can close
a gap and bring creative resources to historically underserved groups. We want our
community to be the place where art thrives; to do this, everyone needs access to
the resources they need to create.
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OUR ARTS STORY
GIVE BACK ON GIVING TUESDAY

November is a great time to reflect on all the things we’re
thankful for and how much we have. At ArtsGreensboro, we’re
especially thankful to live in such a dynamic and vibrant arts
community like Guilford County. Every corner of this county is
covered in art, from the ornate sculptures on display in our parks
to the vivid murals across the downtown blocks. The many
theatres from Greensboro to High Point are filled with choral and
band performances or captivating plays every week. Art thrives
here, and we’re so lucky to call this place home.
As the arts council, ArtsGreensboro provides critical funding to
artists and arts organizations across the region to help sustain
and grow our arts sector. Many of these grants give creatives lifechanging opportunities to take their passion to the next level. The
financial support awarded to these arts organizations allows
them to share their craft with the world and inspire others to
unleash their inner artist. To keep the creativity flowing, the arts
need us.
On November 29, millions worldwide are encouraged to give,
collaborate, and celebrate generosity by participating in Giving
Tuesday. Giving Tuesday is a global movement that harnesses the
power of doing something good and encourages people
everywhere to give back. At ArtsGreensboro, we challenge
everyone to give back to the arts community that gives us so
much. On this Giving Tuesday, consider giving to your favorite
arts organization and keep the arts alive in Guilford County.

Bel Canto by Devin Lane

John Coltrane Festival by Nia Tate Photography

The arts are always here for us. They bring us joy, happiness, and
peace in times of frustration and uncertainty. They allow us to
express ourselves in ways that words alone can’t. They serve as a
creative outlet, a way for us to decompress and unplug from the
real world. And most of all, they unite us as a community. The arts
are always here for us. It’s time for us to be there for the arts.
Support your arts community on November 29 and help foster
their art story.

To support ArtsGreensboro on Giving Tuesday, visit
artsgreensboro.org/donate-artsfund/
Theatre Art Galleries (TAG)
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YOUR SUPPORT FOR THE ARTS
MATTERS

Scan here to
donate online.
@artsgso
ArtsGreensboro
@artsgso
artsgreensboro.org

#artsgso
P.O. Box 877, Greensboro,
NC 27402-0877
336.373.7523

