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Quilla is a 2021-2022 Artist Support Grantee of
ArtsGreensboro and the NC Arts Council. 

Quilla is an electronic music producer, vocalist,

songwriter, and educator based in Greensboro, NC.

Her music features impressive piano riffs, hypnotizing

beats, and mesmerizing vocal loop compositions that

draw in thousands of listeners. She is known for her

unique lyrics and dreamy vocal style, which build on

the overall positive themes in her music. Grab your

headphones, and let’s tune in to Quilla. 
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ARTIST IN FOCUS
QUILLA,  SINGER-SONGWRITER
& PRODUCER

Born and raised in Montreal, Quilla is inspired by her Peruvian and French-Canadian roots. Her cultural background

provides her with various musical genres and vocal traditions to create multi-faceted, immersive electronic works tailored

to specific projects. Growing up, Quilla competed in rhythmic gymnastics and studied classical piano, both of which built

the foundation for her music career. Early on, Quilla focused primarily on her keyboard skills and vocals, then later began

producing her own works. Outside of music production and performing, Quilla composes music for popular podcasts like

WUNC’s Embodied and CREEP. She is currently composing the soundtrack for an upcoming podcast with CNN. 

When working on new music, Quilla wants to create something fresh and empowering. Many of her latest projects use

bioacoustic and environmental sounds, blending soundscapes with electronic textures and clear melodies. She wants her

listeners to be uplifted while taking them on a spiritual journey with her dreamlike lyrics.

“As a songwriter, I am known for writing poetic lyrics
and creating fun vocal loop compositions and videos,”
says Quilla when reflecting on her personal writing
style. This style is showcased in her song, “Beans,
Beans, Beans,” which premiered on PBS Kids in 2021,
and her third studio album, The Handbook of Vivid
Moments. “The album is a tapestry of beat-driven
songs about personal transformation and
empowerment.” The album weaves elements of
Latinx heritage with dancefloor beats while exploring
complex themes of climate change, transformation,
and women’s empowerment. 

continued on page 03

Quilla with "dragon beans"
art by Ann Marie de Soto

Quilla home studio



In 2020, Quilla released her third album, “The Handbook
of Vivid Moments” with the support of two grants from
the North Carolina Arts Council and ArtsGreensboro.

ARTIST IN
FOCUS CONT.

INFOCUS | DEC 22 03

QUILLA

2023 is a big year for Quilla. Her newest project, ANCESTRAL,
is an innovative musical composed and produced by Quilla
herself, with choreography by LeDarius Parker. The project is
an intergenerational story told through compelling dialogue
and live dance sequences accompanied by a powerful
electronic score. The story focuses on a group of characters
who reside in modern-day Greensboro, NC. Each character
encounters one of their ancestors during a dream and
undergoes a transformative process that leads to healing,
personal reckoning, and an appreciation for their lineage. The
musical is scheduled to premiere in May 2023 at the Van Dyke
Performance Space.

Outside of the studio, Quilla is an advocate for women and non-
binary producers in the music industry. She uses her platform
to mentor other emerging artists trying to get started. She also
holds remote workshops where she connects with local women
and femmes and teaches them the key elements of music
production. 

To listen to Quilla, visit her website at quillamusic.com to see
her upcoming releases and performances. All three studio
albums are available to stream on Spotify.

Photo by Todd Turner - Geometric suit by Ann Tilley

"Ancestral Poster" with photo by Ashley Johnson

Still image of Quilla performing from a video directed by Alexei Mejouev.

https://orcd.co/quilla_handbook


One Wish by Brianna Dowd (2021)

GRANTEE
HIGHLIGHT

GREENHILL CENTER FOR NC ART
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All photos courtesy of GreenHill. 

One of the first things you see when you enter the Greensboro Cultural Center is the GreenHill Center for NC Art. When

you enter the gallery's front doors, you're welcomed by a smiling face in the GreenHill shop. Ornate, handcrafted vases

and jewelry line the shelves, leading you to the main gallery. Inside the main gallery, you see the current exhibition on

display. The art is a beautiful, eclectic mix of paintings, sculptures, and mixed media pieces, all done by local North

Carolina artists. Beyond the gallery is the art studio where students are busy learning in a hands-on artmaking session.

This is the GreenHill experience.

GreenHill engages a broad community of artists, adults, and children through dynamic exhibitions and educational

programs while providing a platform for exploration and investment in art. GreenHill is the only non-collecting

organization dedicated to presenting, promoting, and advocating contemporary visual art and artists of North Carolina.

On October 7, 1974, Green Hill Art Gallery was incorporated as a gallery space for professional artists with a statewide

mission of supporting NC artists. GreenHill has served over a million visitors, exhibited almost 10,000 artists, traveled

shows, brought in outside curators, provided artists the opportunity to have important retrospectives, shown

comprehensive surveys of mediums and genres, and started an award-winning studio program. GreenHill has become an

essential part of the arts sector across Greensboro and North Carolina.

This winter, join GreenHill for its Collector's Choice Gala on

December 3, 2022. After a two-year hiatus, GreenHill is excited

to offer enthusiasts the opportunity to meet the makers and

experience Winter Show before it opens to the public. All works

in the exhibition are offered for sale, and patrons can encounter

works by talented artists at all stages of their careers. 

"Collector's Choice is an event serving as a showcase for a rich

gathering of artists and allows the public and collectors to

discover the newest wave of NC artists," says GreenHill's

curator, Edie Carpenter. The show highlights over 60 NC artists

and works in contemporary art, fiber, fine crafts, and more. This

year's gala features two new artists, Brianna Dowd and Karina

Graves. Dowd is an emerging artist with ties to the Greensboro

area. Her works in Winter Show tell the story of cultural

knowledge passed on across generations through black-and-

white photos of a grandmother and her grandchild. Graves is an

emerging artist currently studying at East Carolina University.

Graves creates fiber art that showcases themes of family. 

To learn more about GreenHill and the Collector's Choice Gala, visit greenhill.org. GreenHill is a 2022 ArtsGreensboro

grantee. The GreenHill Gallery and shops are open Tuesday through Saturday. 



DECEMBER 1
O. Henry Hotel Cocktails & Jazz: Clinton
Horton
Time: 6 PM - 9 PM
Venue: O. Henry Hotel

DECEMBER 2
First Friday at GreenHill
Time: 6 PM - 8:30 PM
Venue: GreenHill Center for NC Art

NC Brass Band: Christmas Wrapped in Brass
Time: 7:30 PM - 9 PM
Venue: UNCG Auditorium

DECEMBER 3
Sternberger Artists Center: Holiday 
Open House
Time: 12 PM - 4 PM

Bel Canto: The Night Before Christmas
Time: 4 PM - 5 PM
Venue: Van Dyke Performance Space

GreenHill: Collector's Choice
Time: 7 PM - 10 PM

The Poetry Cafe: Legacy of Pride
Time: 8 PM - 10 PM
Venue: Van Dyke Performance Space

Opus Concert - Greensboro Concert Band
Time: 7:30 PM
Venue: Gail Brower Huggins Performance
Center (Greensboro College)

December 4
GreenHill: Winter Show Public Opening
Time: 1 PM - 3 PM
Venue: GreenHill Center for NC Art

CVA: Wooden Christmas Ornaments 
Time: 2PM - 5 PM

DECEMBER 7
CVA: Mini-Collages on Canvas
Time: 6 PM - 8 PM
Venue: CVA Gallery

DECEMBER 8
O. Henry Hotel Cocktails & Jazz: Tanya Ross
Time: 6 PM - 9 PM 
Venue: O. Henry Hotel

DECEMBER 10
Greensboro Ballet: The Nutcracker
Time: 3:00 PM
Venue: Carolina Theatre

CVA: Expressive Arts
Time: 3 PM - 5 PM

8th Annual A Christmas Carol: The Musical
Presented by High Point Community Theatre
Time: 7:30 PM - 9 PM
Venue: High Point Theatre

Choral Arts Collective: Glad Tidings
Time: 8 PM - 10 PM
Venue: First Baptist Church (1000 W Friendly)

DECEMBER 11 
CVA: The Joy of Watercolors
Time: 1:30 PM - 5 PM

Making Seasons Bright: 2022 Holiday Concert
Time: 4 PM - 6 PM
Venue: Congregational United Church of 
Christ (400 W Radiance Drive)
Host: Triad Pride Performing Arts

DECEMBER 13
Liz Roberts & John Beerman in Conversation
Time: 5:30 PM - 6:30 PM
Venue: GreenHill Center for NC Art

Greensboro Youth Chorus: Sing We Joyous
Time: 7 PM - 8:30 PM
Venue: Virginia Somerville Sutton Theatre

DECEMBER 14
CVA: Creating Ornaments
Time: 6 PM - 8 PM
Venue: CVA Gallery

DECEMBER 15
O. Henry Hotel Cocktails & Jazz: Angela
Bingham
Time: 6 PM - 9 PM
Venue: O. Henry Hotel

DECEMBER 16
FOX-8 & Old Dominion Holiday Concert
Time: 7:30 PM - 9:30 PM
Venue: Greensboro Coliseum

DECEMBER 22
Last Minute Shopping at GreenHill
Time: 12 PM - 7 PM
Venue: GreenHill Center for NC Art

O. Henry Hotel Cocktails & Jazz: Lydia
Salett Dudley
Time: 6 PM - 9 PM
Venue: O. Henry Hotel

DECEMBER 24
O. Henry Hotel Cocktails & Jazz: Special
Christmas Eve Show
Time: 7 PM - 10 PM
Venue: O. Henry Hotel

DECEMBER 29
O. Henry Hotel Cocktails & Jazz: Sheila
Duell
Time: 6 PM - 9 PM
Venue: O. Henry Hotel

DECEMBER 31
Greensboro Symphony: The Kruger
Brothers
Time: 8 PM - 10 PM
Venue: Stephen Tanger Center for the
Performing ArtsFor more details, visit

artsgreensboro.org/events
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ARTS HAPPENING
UPCOMING EVENTS + CLASSES
THIS MONTH

A Christmas Carol by HPCT 



Student Ambassador Antionette Cuthbertson, Rebecca Buffington,
and Chaunte Rankin at the 2022 NC Folk Fest.

2022 was an exciting year for ArtsGreensboro. For the past

12 months, we have advocated for the Guilford County arts

sector in more ways than one. As we approach the new year,

we wanted to reflect on all the highs of 2022.

As a granting agency, ArtsGreensboro works tirelessly every

year to secure funding for our local artists and arts

organizations. COVID-19 re-entry grants, Artist Support

Grants, and Grassroots Multicultural grants were all awarded

to talented individuals and organizations across the area in

2022. In June, ArtsGreensboro received a grant from the

National Endowment for the Arts to fund the Community

Elevation Grant. This funding was critical in expanding our

grant program and supporting our local East Greensboro

community. Outside our normal grant cycles, ArtsGreensboro

raised emergency funds to support five local arts

organizations during their times of need.

Every day at ArtsGreensboro, we strive to connect the arts

with the people. We are charged with making the arts more

accessible to all, ensuring that everyone has the opportunity

to be inspired and creative. We kicked off iHeart Arts month

in April with our famous public art scavenger hunt. Teams

assembled across Greensboro to explore the many hidden

gems in our community. In May, we commissioned a poem

dedicated to the many first responders who supported

Guilford County throughout the pandemic. Over 10,000

copies of the poem were distributed to our local heroes as an

act of gratitude. 

Behind the scenes, ArtsGreensboro wants all artists and arts

organizations to grow and succeed. In January, we paid

membership dues to the Guilford Nonprofit Consortium for

every arts organization in Guilford County. Our flagship

Shared Services program provided nine arts organizations

with fiscal and HR assistance, helping these organizations

stay afloat in a post-COVID economy. In preparation for each

grant cycle, ArtsGreensboro staff members held group and

one-on-one workshops to assist creatives with the grant

writing process.
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AG MAKING IT WORK
LOOKING BACK AT 2022

ArtsGreensboro is not just about business – we have fun

too! Our staff members are excited to attend the many

performances, exhibits, and festivals organized across the

city every year. We’re always looking for an opportunity to

set up our craft table and bring creativity to an event. Some

of our favorite activities from this year include our mosaic

art, fun-sized yard games, and community paintings. 

One of our biggest accomplishments in 2022 was receiving

$2.5 million in American Rescue Plan Act funds from 

 Guilford County to support the arts sector across the

county. This money was a long time coming, but we’re

excited to finally be able to use it to help build a sustainable

and resilient arts ecosystem.

We’re proud of everything we accomplished in 2022.

Looking forward, we have another fantastic year planned.

Thank you for your support and for pushing us toward

another great 365 days. 



To unleash your inner artist, visit artsgreensboro.org

With the new year right around the corner, it’s the perfect time

for goal setting. A new year can symbolize a fresh start and give

you the energy to take on new things. Whether you’re an

experienced artist to an aspiring beginner, we all should

nurture our inner creativity in 2023. 
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OUR ARTS STORY
NEW YEAR'S IN THE ARTS

 1. Start the Project You Keep Avoiding  
While starting a new project can be intimidating, break it down
into small, manageable pieces. Start with working once a week,
and before you know it, you’ll be making progress!

 2. Make time to create   
Art is a creative outlet for expression, which helps us relax and
unwind. Schedule some time out of your week to focus on your
art. It can be as simple as grabbing your sketchbook while
you’re watching TV or singing in the car on the way to work.
Unplugging even for 10 minutes can change your whole day
around.

 3. Attend a Workshop    
A great way to stay motivated is to take a class with a
professional. Learning new methods or techniques will help get
the creative juices flowing and inspire you to try something
new. There are tons of classes and workshops available, from
pottery to comedy improv, all across Guilford County.

 4. Connect with the Creative Community    
As you begin to spend more time with your art, it’s important to
meet up with other people with similar interests. Talking with
another artist can spark ideas for new projects and give you
valuable feedback on current projects. This can be as simple as
hanging around the Greensboro Cultural Center or finding a
local Facebook group. Creative collaboration is key to growing
as an artist.

 5. Take a chance     
This year is the time to stop doubting yourself as an artist.
Instead of talking yourself out of opportunities, push yourself
to keep going. Apply for that grant! Submit your piece to a
gallery! Audition for that group! You’ll never know what you’re
capable of if you don’t try. 

Music for a Great Space



P.O. Box 877, Greensboro,
NC 27402-0877
336.373.7523

@artsgso

ArtsGreensboro

@artsgso

artsgreensboro.org

YOUR SUPPORT FOR THE ARTS
MATTERS

Scan here to
donate online.

#artsgso


